Collecting Vintage Drums

By “Sir” Alan Buckley

Hawkes & Son / Boosey / Boosey & Hawkes ~ ”Ajax Drums”~ English Rogers

awkes & Son formed the company in c1852. On September 30th, 1930 Hawkes &

Son amalgamated with Boosey Co. Ltd. who manufactured brass and wind instru-
ments and also made a small amount of drums. The new company was named Boosey
& Hawkes Ltd. and the company still exists up to this present day.

In the early Sixties, the drum side of the company joined forces with Rogers USA and
under license produced what was known as the “English Rogers”. These shells were
made by Boosey & Hawkes. The way you can tell if it's English or American is that the
wood grain of the inside shell of the English goes down while the American grain goes
round. English Rogers drums were made from 1961 to 1968. From 1967 until 1970,
Boosey & Hawkes marketed a stunning new kit which was named “Nu-Sound”.

Going back to 1927, Hawkes & Son started to market their drums under the name of
“Ajax”. This name continued with Boosey & Hawkes to the end of their manufacturing
days c1970.
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